
THE USE OF ENGLISH 

shelf, Books in School, Encouraging the Use of Books, Sources of Help, 
Aids to the Selection ofBooks, Choosing Books for Use in Class, Choosing 
Fiction for Children, Author and Publisher, and Reference Section. There 
is also a glossary of printing and book trade terms. It is practical and (in 
general) up-to-date in the reference pages, with their lists authors for 

reading at various stages, books of myths and legends, books for 
reading aloud, and so on. It is not an adventurous book, and its reading 
recommendations tend to be orthodox. For example, in 'Aids to the Selec
tion of Books for Children' the authors might have gone farther afield, 
having got so far by including some L.RA. lists; Mrs. Alfie Wood's Books 
for Your Children has been going long enough to deserve mention. 

LANGUAGE 

FIVE INAUGURAL LECTURES, edited by P. D. Strevens. [G.V.P., 8s. 6d.] 
THE STORY OF LANGUAGE, by Mario Pei. [Allen and Unwin, 425.] 
LANGUAGE. A TEXT FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, by J. H. Britton, S. A. 

Bray, K. P. Kittson, J. S. Rowland. [Thomas Nelson, Australia, Ltd., 
ENGLISH NOW AND THEN, by D. C. Measham. [C.U.P., lOs.6d.] 
LEARNING ABOUT LANGUAGE, by Leonard Saffron. [Nelson, 8s.] 
These flve books range from a set of academic occasional pieces to a 
programmed study of the uses oflanguage, designed for middle and upper
middle school level. They share in common the changed climate of opinion 
in which language is freed from a rigid prescriptivism and allowed its natural 
varieties of emphasis and context. 

Professor Strevens' attractive looking paperback is, ofcourse, not intended 
school work; the teacher aware of his own deficiencies in knowledge of 

modern linguistics will find the lectures at once too piecemeal and too 
specific, but the as yet unpersuaded may welcome the last of the five lectures 
(Professor Strevens' own on The study ofpresent day English) as of more than 
sentimental value. 

Mario Pei's revision and extension of his popular work in this second 
edition is livelier and better signposted than the earlier version, and teachers 
wanting a reference book oflinguistic illustrations and curiosities from other 
language structures than our own, as well as a wide view of the place of 
English in the world family of languages, will not find the price too high. 
They may even share sympathetically, if with none too sure a faith, in the 
author's attempt to cross the boundary of the study oflanguage as such into 
the true cosmopolitan's desire to use language as an instrument in bringing 
about world and personal understanding and sympathy of communication. 
At least -the implication might be--we shall know what we are quarrelling 
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Studies for Reading, Thinking, Talking, 
and Writing in English 

Book 1 is intended for 4th year and 
Book 2 for 5th year. Particularly suitable 
for the C.S.E. examination. 

Book 1. i is 6d. Book 2. 12,. 6d 

This collection of 20 photographs has 
been chosen to stimulate the imagination 
of pupils in the 11 to 13 age group, and 
to give them a visual experience that 
will lead to creative writing. 4s 6d 

This Selection includes Robinson Crusoe, 
A Journal of the Plague Year, Moll 
Flanders, Colonel Jack, Capt. Singleton, 
Memoirs of a Cavalier, Roxana, A Tour 
through the Whole Island of Britain, etc. 

7s 6d 

The aim of this book is to arouse inter
ests in English Literature among students 
in Sixth Forms and colleges of various 
kinds for advanced study. Passages of 
prose and verse are grouped under five 
headings: Children, Two Views of Love, 
Freedom, Faith and Old Age and Death. 

lOs 6d 
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about when we have II. uruversallanguage. 
The Australian Latlgua,,?e is intended to help futh and sixth form students 

of New South Wales with the language part of their English course. The 
student will certainly need help in working through the book, which attempts 
to cover an enormous area in its fairly short span-the history of the lang
uage; its phonetics; comparative sketches of traditional grammar, immediate 
constituent analysis, and transformational grammar; semantics; the exercise 
ofcritical reading and much more. It is an enterprising digest, packed with 
nourishment, but rather a heavy cake, I fancy. There is not a mention of 
Strine, and it is a pity that the book is rather poorly produced. 

E1~!;li5h NolV and Then is also rather a Jacob's coat, as all eclectic books 
must be. The stitching shows at times. The audience seems slightly UllCer
tain, and could at times be fourth year leavers and at others first year Sixth 
formers according to the level ofresponse demanded by the text. In general, 
the type of information given is fourth year (for example, fairly elementary 
infonnatiol1 about names), but the type of work expected is more difficult. 
It would be unfair, however, to quibble about these uncertainties. What is 
encouraging is that the book attempts, with some success, to explicate in 
short compass a wide variety of language usage and material-historical 
change; matters of style; grammatical structures; flexibility and growth in 
modern English; language and logical thought. Its success will be commen
surate with the intelligence and linguistic enthusiasm ofthe pupils who have 
(quite rightly) to do a great deal of the work, rather than with any adequate 
coverage of the individual issues raised. A good and accessible library of 
reference books would be essential to the effective use of the book. 

Mr. Saffron's book is most interesting as an example of pedagogic tech
nique. It has something of the simplicity of a 'programmed' instrument, 
without the latter's dullness. It could be used by intelligent fourth formers 
or by older but linguistically unsophisticated sixth formers to study in a 
rationally developing sequence the use of words in context and the distinc
tions between words, thoughts and things-two basic concepts oflanguage. 
The debt to Ogden and Richards is acknowledged. By not attempting to 
contain everything in one cover, Learning about Language gains enormously 
as a practical classroom book-it leaves thought room to grow, and does not 
embarrass progress along its chosen road by competition from innumerable 
billboards. 

R.J.H. 

ENGLISH EXAMINED: A Survey of '0' Level Papers. [National Association 
for the Teaching ofEnglish, 75. 6d.] 

The publication of this pamphlet has been delayed, fortunately, until the 
Association has had a chance to take into account the new syllabuses of the 

NEW SERIES I3L..AC~I:E:: 

STUDENT DRAMA 


Teachers of Fourth and Fifth yearBilly Liar classes, particularly those lower-ability 
groups for whom it is often difficult to 

(Student Drama Series) find reading material, will welcome this 
edition of Hall and Waterhouse's succes

WILLIS HALL and ful play. 
KEITH WATERHOUSE 

This is an outstanding play by perhapsThe Queen and the greatest Italian dramatist since Pir
the Rebels 	 andello. After its showing on B.B.C. 

Schools Television, the School Broad
casting Council reported that it was (Student Drama Series) 
without doubt the most complete success 
of the term. The story of the play may UGOBETTI 
be compared with that of the Grand 

Translated by Henry Reed Duchess Anastasia of Russia. 88 6d 

The July Plot This is the first publication of a play 
which was performed on B.B.C. Tele

(Student Drama Series) vision in t964, and widely acclaimed. 
The play is the story of the plot to kill 

ROGER MANVELL Hitler on 20th July 1944. 886d 

Other titles in the STUDENT DRAMA series 

The Hungry Wolves by ROMAIN ROLLAND. A new translation by John 
Holmstrom. 78 6d 

Chips With Everything by ARNOLD WESKER. 88 6d 

Worth II. Hearing edited by ALFRED BRADLEY. 
The Caucasian Chalk Circle by BERTOLT BRECHT. 
Spotlight edited by MICHAEL MARLAND. 
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